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grow in an atmosphere of frankness, freedom
and mutual confidence- We must do away
with suspicion and distrust. It breeds
hypocrisy, sycophancy and disease. The
future teachers and Gurus of India must
learn to set aside the tone of command
and authority to which they have hitherto
been accustomed. The boys and girls are
not clay in their hands to be moulded into
patterns of their choice. That was a stupid
idea if ever it existed* They are living
beings, products of nature, heredity, and
environments, They throb with the same
impulses and desires and ideas as we do.
These impulses and desires require sane
guidance. They cannot be regulated by
mere authority, or mainly by authority,
without inflicting awful injury on their
manhood and womanhood. We command
them to do things, of the righteousness
and value of which they have not been
convinced, The result is a habit of slavish
submission to authority. I recognize that
we cannot perhaps eliminate the element
of command altogether from the education
and bringing up of boys and girls, They
must, sometimes, be protected from them*
selves, But the command should be the last
step, taken with reluctance and out of a sense